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Fall Fieldtrip 2016 
 

Crosby Arboretum & Shroomdom, Inc. 

October 28th was a beautiful, sunny day—perfect for our fall fieldtrip. We 
began our adventure at the Crosby Arboretum in Picayune, Mississippi, a 
biodiverse nature conservatory of more than 300 plant species that are native 
to the Pearl River Drainage Basin of south-central Mississippi and Louisiana. 
We were guided by master landscape architect and director of the arboretum,  
Patricia Drackett, through only a small part of their 160 acres of native flora, 
but even that small part provided insight into the unique landscape of south-
ern Louisiana. We explored three distinctly different environs—the savanna, 
the woodlands, and the wetlands. 

Traipsing through the savanna 

The director, Patricia Drackett About to begin our journey 
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Fall Fieldtrip—Crosby Arboretum 

 
The shady, woodland exhibit is home to more than 12,000 native tree species including, Wax 

Myrtle, Red Maple, American and Yaupon Holly, Big Leaf, Southern, and Sweet Bay  

Magnolia, Sweetgum, Sassafras, Bald and Swamp Cypress, and three different varieties of 

pine—Longleaf, Loblolly, and Slash. Master gardener, Geralyn Suhor, enjoyed collecting all 

three varieties of pine needles during our walk through the forest.   

Red Maple 

Sassafras has three distinctly different leaves 

Swamp Cypress 
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Fall Fieldtrip—Crosby Arboretum, continued 

In the savanna exhibit we tiptoed through a field of dozens of different native plants and grass-

es including, Broomsedge (Andropogon virginicus), Giant Cane (Arundinaria gigantean), 

Ovate Spikerush (Eleocharis ovata), and Starrush Whitetop (Rhynchospora colorata), and sev-

eral flowers including, bright yellow Helianthus bobbing in the sun. Two species of carnivo-

rous pitcher plants (Sarracenia alata and Sarracenia psittacina) had recently been transplanted 

to the savanna to make way for the construction of their newest wetland exhibit, a Quaking Bog 

of living sphagnum peat moss. The term “quaking” comes from the sensation visitors will  

experience when standing on the thick layer of peat moss supported by water. The bog will 

have the appearance of solid ground, but it will have the property of a giant, green waterbed—

well worth a return visit to see the Quaking Bog after it’s completed.  

Helianthus Pitcher plant 

Views of the southern savanna 
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 Fall Fieldtrip—Crosby Arboretum, continued 

Pinecote Pavilion overlooking the Piney Woods Lake  

The final stop was the beautiful and serene, Pinecote Pavilion, where we not only enjoyed a 
breathtaking view of the Piney Woods Lake, but also a delicious lunch prepared by Master  
Gardener, Linda Franzo (thank you, Linda!) After lunch, we made sure that the resident turtles 
also enjoyed a delicious meal of turtle food provided by our hosts at the arboretum. 

We are so fortunate that the Crosby Arboretum afforded us the opportunity to learn more about 

our native plants and wildlife and see them in their natural habitats, but it was time to get back 

on the bus and head down the road to Poplarville, Mississippi and to Shroomdom, Inc. 
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Fall Fieldtrip—Shroomdom, Inc. 

Driving to Shroomdom, Inc was an adventure! After several twists and turns, we turned onto a 

tiny, dirt road—quite a feat for a full-sized, touring bus—and safely arrived at Shroomdom, 

Inc., a 160-acre forest that not only boasts 14 different edible mushrooms, but also has an  

innovative apiary, and an impressive garden.  

We were met by the owners and the official “King and Queen 
of Fungi,” Lelani and Tony Rosenbaum. 

We were given a short tutorial about how to safely forage for mushrooms and then we 

were divided into three groups: those who wanted to forage first, those who wanted to 

visit the apiary first, and those who wanted a tour of the garden.   
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The Apiary at Shroomdom, Inc. 

An innovative design in Apiaries and honey production 
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The Apiary at Shroomdom, Inc., continued 

Master gardeners, Gordon Kuehl and Teresa Wilfort, don the beekeeper’s attire and meet 
the bees up close and personal. 
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Foraging for Mushrooms at Shroomdom, Inc. 

We learned so many things about mushrooms, including the fact that any food cooked with 
this blue mushroom will turn green. Green eggs and ham, anyone? 
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Foraging for Mushrooms at Shroomdom, Inc., continued 

Honey and Turkey Tail mushrooms 

All of the Master Gardeners came away from the adventure with a greater appreciation for our 

unique and beautiful “neck of the woods,” and how very fortunate we are to have the know-

how and desire to continue to cultivate our southern Louisiana landscape. May our yearning 

never cease! 

Tina Richardson 
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 GULF STATES MYCOLOGICAL SOCIETY, INC.  

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION  

Name____________________________________________ Date__________________________  

For family membership: spouses’/significant others’ name ___________________________________________________________________ 

Children over 18 names: ______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address________________________________________ Telephone (    ) ___________________ 

    Street  

________________________________________________e-mail__________________________ 

 City   State   Zip code  

Primary Mycological Interests: Please indicate your interest:  

 Culinary (learning edible/poisonous species, recipes, cooking)  

      Cultivation        Photography         Taxonomic/Microscopy/Educational (learning species)  

MEMBERSHIP DUES: $15.00 - INDIVIDUAL  $20.00 - FAMILY  

Membership is from January to December. A newsletter is published 3 times a year.  

There are two major forays, usually one in July and the other in December.  

SEND THIS APPLICATION AND CHECK PAYABLE TO GSMS to:  

GSMS, 262 County Road 3062, Newton, TX 75966-7003  

phone: (409) 423-3776 Email: dandplewis (@) gmail.com  

Please enter the email address properly in the address line of your email.  

——————————————————————————————————————- 

RELEASE OF RESPONSIBILITY  

In signing this form for myself and/or an adult responsible for all children under the age of 18, I understand and agree to absolve, waive, release 
and discharge in advance the GULF STATES MYCOLOGICAL SOCIETY, INC., all of the officers, members, organizers, and sponsors, be 

they individuals or organizations, singly or collectively, of all blame for injury, misadventure, harm, loss, or inconvenience suffered as a result 
of participation in any society activity associated with the GULF STATES MYCOLOGICAL SOCIETY, INC. I represent that I am in good 

physical and mental condition, and that I have sufficient skill and experience to safely complete any foray or outing in which I choose to partici-
pate. I realize that in mushroom hunting, there is the possibility of accidental or other physical injury and that property damage and serious 

injury can occur as a result of the society’s activities and from the ingestion of mushrooms that have been misidentified. I further realize that 
even when ingesting properly identified and commonly consumed varieties of mushrooms there is always the possibility of becoming poisoned 

which can take various forms from mild indigestion to fatal illnesses. Knowing the risks, I agree to assume the risks, agree to release, hold 
harmless, and to indemnify the GULF STATES MYCOLOGICAL SOCIETY, INC. from any and all liability to the society by either myself or 

any third party as a result of my participation in any event involving the society.  

Signature_______________________________________ Date ____________________________ 

Signature ______________________________________ Date ___________________________ 

NOTE: Any person signing must be 18 years or age or older. If a couple, each must sign. At least one parent must 
sign for each individual under 18 years of age.  

********************************************************************  

Membership in the North American Mycological Association, with whom most local clubs are 
affiliated, may be obtained through GSMS at a discounted rate of  
$25.00 - electronic newsletters and $40.00 – hard copy newsletters.  

Mail your check to: GSMS - at the address above  
Payable to: North American Mycological Association  

See NAMA at www.namyco.org for more information 

GULF STATES MYCOLOGICAL SOCIETY, INC.  
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION  
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Hi to all members, 
dandplewis@gmail.com 
This email will serve as your reminder of two Gulf States Mycological Society Mushroom 
Walk in November and our Winter Foray in December.  We hope to see you there.  
 
 
WATSON PRESERVE MUSHROOM WALK IN TEXAS 
SATURDAY NOVEMBER 19, 2016 
 
Watson Rare Native Plant Preserve offers a sampling of the diversity of the area. The Preserve 
was established in the 1980s by Geraldine Watson, a noted artist, botanist and author. She man-
aged the preserve by using fire to restore its Longleaf pine ecosystem. Orchids, pitcher plants 
and other rare plants can be found there. There is an elevated boardwalk near the lake to make 
wetter habitats easily accessible.   
  
We will meet at the Preserve at 10:00 AM on Saturday, November 19, to collect and identify 
mushrooms and fungi, and observe native plants and trees.  We have only had spring mushroom 
walks here; we look forward to seeing  what we find in the fall. Bring collecting gear (baskets, 
paper bags, knife) if you have it, water, bug spray, rain gear if rainy. You may want to bring a 
sack lunch and drink, as we will plan lunch for noon. We will provide tables, but if you want a 
chair, please bring your own. A port-a-potty is located near the Galley and parking area. 
  
The Watson Preserve, 262 County Road 4777, Warren TX 77664, is located in Lake Hyatt  
Estates off US Hwy 69, 16 miles north of Kountze or 4 miles south of Warren. Look for very 
large brick markers reading “Lake Hyatt Estates” on both sides of County Road 4770 (this CR 
is also next to several large  metal buildings on the east side of the Highway that are East Texas 
Paint & Body shop). Go east on CR 4770, for 1.2 miles (you will cross a dam with the lake on 
your left) to a fork in road. A “Watson Preserve” sign is on the street sign with an arrow point-
ing to the left.  Turn left there on CR 4777, go 2/10  miles to the Preserve on left. You will see a 
grey building with “Gallery” across it and a Preserve sign.  You may park at the Gallery or 
along the road. 
 
***************************************************************************** 
 
GSMS WINTER FORAY  
 
This is a reminder that our Gulf States Mycological Society Winter Foray will be held Decem-
ber 2 – 4, at Camp Hardtner, an Episcopal Church Camp about 25 miles north of Alexandria  
near the small town of  Pollock. You can go to our website, http://gsmyco.org, and go to the 
first page at “forays,” then 2016 Winter Foray, and you can find the details and a registration 
form.  I still have a few rooms available, so be sure to mail your registration form so that I  
receive it by November 25. I hope to see you there. 
 
Patricia Lewis 
Secretary Treasurer 
Gulf States Mycological Society 
262 County Road 3062 
Newton TX 75966 
409-423-3776 

GULF STATES MYCOLOGICAL SOCIETY, INC.  
Upcoming Mushroom Walks 
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County Agent’s Corner 

 

St. Tammany Master Gardeners, 

 

While the weather has been unseasonably warm this fall season, there have been a few days 

when gardeners feel the itch to get outside and begin planting those cool season plants and 

flowers. We hope that those cool temperatures will stick around for awhile because those cool 

season plants struggle if the temperatures jump back up to the mid 80s, so many gardeners find 

themselves in a conundrum. Sometimes you can deadhead and prune plants to liven them up a 

bit or maybe give them a shot of fertilizer and a drink of water to give them an extra 3-4 weeks.  

I’m going to let you in on a little piece of insider information. The flood gates tend to open in 

November, so go ahead and pick up those flats of snaps, pansies, and petunias and let’s bring a 

little color into our gardens. Usually, by the time November comes around we will start to see 

more of a trend towards consistently cooler temperatures. So, let that be your decision maker if 

you haven’t switched out flowerbeds in preparation for this much-appreciated time of year. 

To refresh your memory, review this list of cool season “usual suspects” before heading to your 

local garden center: 

 

 
  

With the holiday season upon us, I would also like to remind everyone to record all of 
your volunteer hours into the LSU AgCenter system.  

 

            

            

          

       Your County Agent, 

 

Alyssum Calendula Dianthus 

Ornamental Cabbage Ornamental Kale Petunia 

Nasturtium Snapdragon Viola 

Will Afton 
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Marigny Elementary School Garden Project 

Throughout October, we have been harvesting vegetables with the children. Our main harvested 

vegetables have been Bok Choy and Asian Cabbage. The children cut the lower leaves with 

their safety scissors and collected the leaves in a bowl. Then we led the children to the kitchen 

area, where we washed the leaves, used a salad spinner, and served them to the children with 

ranch dip. The response from most of the children was very positive. 

On our latest outing, the children also collected basil, oregano, and rosemary from their estab-

lished herb bed and added the herbs to pizza sauce. We spread this herb pizza sauce on english 

muffin halves, sprinkled with parmesan cheese, and baked them. While the “pizzas” were bak-

ing, their teacher read them the story of “The Little Red Hen” who makes pizza. After the piz-

zas were done, we served them a side salad of Asian Cabbage and ranch dip. This tasty snack 

was enjoyed by all the children, the teachers, and the master gardeners. 
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Marigny Elementary School Garden Project, continued 

To decorate for Halloween, we decided to make a scarecrow for the garden. Robin Phillips, 

who had the idea, brought the items needed and constructed it with help from the rest of us. Sue 

McGuire brought plastic pumpkins and Chrysanthemums to put in them, too. This completed 

our Halloween garden decorations. 

The children seem to really enjoy the garden planting events and sampling the fruits of their 

labors. Hopefully, we are fostering a love of gardening and of eating fresh vegetables in the 

children, many of whom have told us that they have vegetable gardens at home. 

Robin Phillips, Carolyn Rault and Allison Fisse; standing: Sharon Hassinger, and  

Karen Martin below the scarecrow’s arms 

Sharon Hassinger 
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This is the last month of the year for a speaker, and this month we are having a very special 

event. Mrs. Yvette Curter is going to give a brief talk on Living Wreaths. A hands-on work-

shop for those who registered will begin immediately following the meeting. She will be avail-

able to help each participant make their own, unique wreath. Each wreath will be your own 

creation because you bring your own plants and imagination, but the wreath and other materi-

als for the kit will be supplied by Yvette. What a great time of year for this project—the holi-

days are just around the corner, so you can make a living wreath to adorn your front door, or as 

a gift.  

 

The workshop cost for the wreath kit is $25.00; Please bring cash or a check made out to 

Yvette Curter. **Bring small plants that do not grow tall (ivy, succulents, ajuga, pansies, 

creeping jenny, strawberries, etc.) 

 

Happy Gardening! 

 

 

 

 

            

        

 

 

        

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

STPMG Programming 

~ Garden Tips ~  
If you would like to come share a five-minute garden tip  

of any kind please let me know. We would love to hear from you.   
 

985-264-4019 
rowe2226@bellsouth.net 

Linda Rowe 

Master Gardener 
Vice President  
Program Chair 
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Planning Days, Work Days, & Special Announcements 

Monster Mash Craft Day—Tuesday, October 11th 

Six happy, crafty Master Gardeners met at the Parenting Center to assemble caterpillar heads 

for our cute, little Monster Mash caterpillar craft. We all had a great time. 

Mary Ann Brannan, Dorothy Delaune, Sue McGuire, Marie Porche, Susan Treuting and Tim Zimmerman. 
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Planning Days, Work Days, & Special Announcements 

Monster Mash Craft Day, continued 

This is a basket, actually a pot, I put together today for our Master Gardener contribution for the 

Silent Auction at "Monster Mash."  It includes a pack of three tools, a clipper, a bulb planter, 

gloves (for both a man and a woman), a knee pad, a bag of daffodil bulbs, five or six packs of 

seeds (thyme, rosemary, and more), and a Master Gardener note card (provided by Jan Pesses) 

with Will's calling card attached inside.  The Parenting Center provided the small pot that holds 

all of the bags of seeds and all wrapped in cellophane and tied with a bow.  

Marie Porche 
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Planning Days, Work Days, & Special Announcements 

A Sweet Potato of Epic Proportions! 

At the Vegucators meeting on October 26th, Laura Stefee brought a 7.5 pound sweet potato 

from her garden for show and tell. That sweet potato could feed a family of four for a week! 

Laura Stefee 
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Urbain Breaud's Workshop on Mounting Orchids, Bromeliads  
and Staghorns 

Urbain Breaud’s seminar on mounting orchids was so popular, he graciously shared his time 

and knowledge for a second class. On October 19th, Urbain gathered together master gardeners 

to teach a seminar on how to mount orchids, bromeliads and staghorns. With step-by-step  

instruction, we learned how easy and fun mounting air-loving plants can be! 

Urbain Breaud breaking it down 

The finished product Ann Durel, Kappy Goodwin, and Urbain 

Helen Babb 
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MONSTER MASH 2016! 

October 15th was a very busy day with 4,221 ghosts and ghouls (and pirates and princesses) 

attending the annual Monster Mash at the Bogue Falaya Park in Covington. The master  

gardeners had approximately 600 visitors to their booth to make hungry, hungry caterpillars. It 

was a great day and lots of fun was had by all.  

Mary Ann Brannan 

Will Afton getting crafty 
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Wild Things Festival 
October 15th at National Wildlife Refuge 

Making Butterflies! 
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Wild Things Festival, continued 

Betty Rose 

Linda Rowe & Glenda Spano 

Barbara Moore & Isabelle Moore 
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Beau Provence Therapeutic Center Garden Project 

On October 18, the Beau Provence Therapeutic Center master gardeners met to work on the 

raised, herb beds. First, we met with the staff and residents to describe what we would be doing 

and asked if any residents would be interested in helping or observing our activities. Then we 

split up into two groups to work on the two garden areas. Our first order of business was to pull 

out all dead and worn out herbs. Then, with the help of a few residents, we pruned all of the 

perennial herbs that were very overgrown. harvested herbs to share with all. 

Herald Ryan with a resident and  
staff member 

Geralyn  Suhor and Kathleen 

Dupuy  with a resident 
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Beau Provence Therapeutic Center Garden Project, continued 

Next, we planted a few herb transplants. While we were doing this work, other master garden-

ers were cutting and dividing the harvested herbs into bags to distribute to staff members, to the 

kitchen for the center’s chef, and other master gardeners. Since the herb beds were very over-

grown, we had a lot of harvested herbs to share with all. 

Ann Durel and Tim Zimmerman Pam Rowe and Helen Babb 

Dianne Ramirez 

Sharon Hassinger 
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Master Gardener Cookbook 

**Disclaimer—image shown is NOT the final cover design 

The St. Tammany Master Gardeners are putting together a cookbook.  You're invited to send in 

your favorite recipe(s).  It can be an original recipe or one you adapted from another source as 

long as you give credit to the original source. If you have a short story that goes with the  

recipe, please send it with the recipe. 

 

Send recipes by email (preferred) to Susan L'Hoste at lhoste@att.net or mail them to: 

105 Sherry Lane  

Mandeville, LA 70471 
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Master Gardener Mentoring Program 

Mentoring Program for Master Gardener Class of 2016 
 
Purpose: 

To create a smooth transition from MG student to an active MG and retain the new 

MG's in STPMG beyond the first year.   

 

Mentors: 

 Assigned by geographic area  

 May mentor up to two students 

 Contact the new student(s) by phone or email 

 Answer any questions about STPMG 

 Be certain that the newly graduated Master Gardener apprentice registers on the LSU site 

 Introduce yourself at the first member meeting to newly graduated Master Gardener  

 apprentice. (November meeting) 

 Provide a list of opportunities or be available to direct them to information to complete their  

 volunteer requirements  

 Give information and answer questions about the organization, its committees/projects and 

 the Plant Sale 

 Remain in contact with the new Master Gardener apprentice during the first six months after 

 graduation 

 

To be a Mentor: 

 Completed a total of 100 volunteer hours or more and posted on the LSU website during 

membership in STPMG 

 Completed at least one full year as a STPMG – MG Class of 2014 and prior years 

 Must have a strong interest and actively participate in STPMG projects and/or committees 

 

Contact information: 

 

To volunteer as a mentor, learn more about the mentoring program, or offer any suggestions, 

please contact Jenny Graffeo, Membership Chair, at Jennygraffeo@hotmail.com or call or text 

at 504-756-7806.   
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St. Tammany Parish Master Gardener Association BOARD Meeting 

Minutes, LSU AgCenter, Covington, LA.—October 4, 2016   

President, Ty Guidroz called the meeting to order at 3:07 PM. 

Ty Guidroz, Linda Rowe, Jimmy DeJean, Julie Deus, and Cindy Manger were in atttendance. 

The August 2016 & September 2016 board minutes were approved as they appeared in the  

Gardengoer. 
 

OFFICERS' REPORTS: 

Treasurer Jimmy DeJean presented the STMGA Financial Report as of 9/30/2016, which will 

also be presented at the October 19, 2016 general meeting at the Abita Town Hall. To date, the 

Fall Seminar had a profit of $1,836. 
 

Vice President & Program Chairman Linda Rowe reported: 

• Leilani of Shroomdom will be the speaker at October 19th general meeting. 

• Bus is paid for October 28th field trip. 

• Linda Franzo has created a lunch menu for the field trip. 

• She has booked speakers for January 2017, February 2017, and is working on a speaker for 

 March 2017. 
 

PROJECT REPORTS: 

Education Projects Chairman Julie Deus reported: 

• Tina Richardson is officially the Gardengoer editor. 

• Northshore Garden and Plant Sale chairmen will have a meeting for Plant Sale chairs some 

 time in October. 

• October 22, 2016 from 9AM till 11AM, there will be a Habitat class at the Restore for the 

 new families. 

• The next Habitat planting is scheduled for November 19, 2016 

• The STMGA table at O'Keefe's Customer Appreciation Day was a huge success. Besides 

 handing out educational materials, they distributed Spring Garden Sale “save the date” 

 info. 

• Sue Clites is stepping down as chairman of the STMGA table at the Slidell Farmers' Market, 

 therefore we need to find her replacement. 

• The Slidell Farmers' Market & Covington Farmers' Market chairmen are requesting 3  

 copies  of “Louisiana Home Fruit and Nut Production” and “Louisiana Home Vegetable  

 Gardening” books. One for each chairman to use as reference at the markets. 

• The Slidell Farmers' Market is requesting a replenishment of the “Vegetable Planting Guide” 

 pamphlets, which they distribute at the market, when necessary. Since it is only availa-

 ble in PDF format, Will Afton needs to be contacted regarding this  

 request. 
 

Meeting was adjourned at 4:15 PM. 

      

    

      

   Respectfully submitted by Cindy Manger 
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The meeting was called to order by President Ty Guidroz at 9:10AM with an invocation by 

Martha Grunning. The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Linda Rowe. 

 

Attendance: 62 

 

Abita Springs Mayor Greg Lemons welcomed STMGA to Abita Springs and extended an  

invitation to the group to use the Town Hall for future meetings. 

 

GARDEN HINT of the MONTH: Mary Jenks gave a number of interesting facts regarding 

Japanese Maple trees. 

 

• They are not indigenous to the USA. 

• In Summer the leaves are green, then turn yellow, orange, red or purple in Fall. 

• They serve as a perfect focal point in a garden. 

• They may be grown in a pot. 

 Avoid planting them in full sun. 

 

GARDENGOER EDITOR Tina Richardson urged members to submit articles for the Garden-

goer. She assured everyone that, at their request, she would be happy to edit anyone's article. 

 

PROGRAM & SPEAKER: Vice President, Linda Rowe introduced this month's speaker, Lei-

lani Rosenbaum of Shroomdom. She gave a very informative and interesting presentation on 

mushrooms entitled “Shroomdom, Inc. The Other Kingdom”. One of the stops on the October 

28, 2017 Master Gardener field trip will be at Shroomdom. 

 

OFFICERS' REPORTS:  

 

SECRETARY Cindy Manger passed around a signup sheet requesting AgCenter office  

 volunteers.  

 

TREASURER In Treasurer Jimmie DeJean's absence, President Ty Guidroz presented the  

September 2016 financial report as it appeared in October 17, 2016 M.o.M. He mentioned that 

$2,164 is the approximate profit from the Fall Seminar. As soon as all receipts and payments 

are satisfied, Jimmie will have a more accurate figure. There were no questions or corrections. 

The Treasurer's report will be filed for audit. 

 

 

 

 

St. Tammany Parish Master Gardeners MEMBERSHIP Meeting Minutes 
Abita Town Hall, Abita Springs—October 19, 2016 
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PRESIDENT Ty Guidroz’s report: 

 • Inquired if there were any corrections or questions associated with the September 2016 

  minutes as they appeared in the October Gardengoer. There were none. There 

  was a unanimous vote to accept the minutes. 

  

NOMINATING COMMITTEE CHAIR: Deb Nolan pleaded with the members to consider 

being a candidate for President or Vice President. There are three members who have agreed to 

run for the two positions. 

 

MEMBERSHIP HONORS CHAIRMAN: Sandy Arnoult urged members to post their volun-

teer hours on the AgCenter Website. There will be a cutoff date for members post hours in or-

der to be eligible for honors awards. The members will be informed of the date as soon as it is 

determined. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 10:50AM. 

 

 

 

 

      

St. Tammany Parish Master Gardeners MEMBERSHIP Meeting Minutes 
Abita Town Hall, Abita Springs—October 19, 2016, continued 

Respectfully submitted by Cindy Manger 
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2017 STMGA Membership Renewal Form 

Please PRINT all information so that it is clear and easy to read. 

Name (as you wish it to appear in the directory) ___________________________________________________ 

Mailing Address - Street or PO Box _____________________________________________________________ 

City and ZIP Code ___________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone numbers (home) _______________________________(cell) ____________________________________ 

Email address______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Graduation Year________________________ 

Committee and Project Support 
 

In 2017 I will support by giving time to the following committees and projects:  (check all that apply)

Committees 

 ___  Spring Plant Sale 

 ___  Gardengoer 

 ___  Historical Committee 

 ___  Membership 

 ___  Program 

 ___  Scholarship 

 ___  MoM 

 ___  Hospitality 

 ___  Awards 

 ___  Publicity 

 ___  Merchandise 

 ___  Gloves 

 

 ___  Administrative STMGA Organization 

 ___  Muscle Committee 

 ___  4-H Activities 

 

 

 

 

Education Outreach 

 ___  Ag Center Phone Support 

 ___  Spring Seminar 

 ___  Fall Seminar 

 ___  Table Talks 

 ___  Speaker’s Bureau 

 ___  Covington Farmers’ Market 

 ___  Slidell Camellia City Farmers’ Market 

 ___  West St. Tammany Habitat 

 ___  Vegucators 

 

Projects 

 ___  Abita Springs Library Garden 

 ___  AG Center Super Plants Garden 

 ___  Covington Parent Center Garden 

 ___  Lacombe Wildlife Butterfly Garden 

 ___  Otis House Rose Garden 

 ___  School Gardens 

 ___  Slidell Library Herb Garden 

 ___  Slidell Memorial Hospital Rehab Garden

Recommitment 

 __________  (Initial for agreement) I have read the Commitment for Louisiana Master Gardeners and agree to abide 

by its terms.  
(The Commitment is on page 1-5 of the Louisiana Master Gardner Handbook or available on line at 

http://www.lsuagcenter.com/en/lawn_garden/master_gardener/program/guidelinesasalouisianamastergardener.htm ) 

 

Send the completed form along with a dues payment of $12 made out to STMGA to 

 Marilyn Bingham 

 33120 Dave Pichon Rd., Slidell, LA 70460 

 

The check for 2017 dues will be deposited when the required volunteer and education hours are posted to the LSU Web 

site.   

Membership Renewal Form 



31 

 

Bylaws  
(as amended Sept 21, 2016) 

St. Tammany Master Gardener Association 
(In support of the Louisiana Agricultural Extension Service) 

 
Article I. Name 

 
The name of this organization shall be St. Tammany Master Gardener Association hereby known as (STMGA) 
(the Association). 
 
Article II. Objective 

 
Section 1. The objectives of the Association shall be: 

A. To increase knowledge of horticulture to its members and the general public. 
B. To support and assist the Louisiana Agricultural Extension Service by providing 

the community with information on good gardening practices through news arti-
cles, clinics, presentations at garden clubs, schools and other community groups, 
and by telephone contacts. 

C. To assist New Master Gardeners in fulfilling their volunteer commitment. 
 
Section 2. This volunteer non-profit organization shall not be affiliated with any commercial en-

terprise.  
  

Article III. Membership 

 
Section 1. Members of the association shall be graduates of a Louisiana Master Gardener Pro-

gram, administered by the St. Tammany Louisiana Agricultural Extension Service, the 
Louisiana State University System.  Graduates of Master Gardener Programs adminis-
tered by Extension Services  from other parishes in the State of Louisiana may seek 
membership in the STMGA by contacting the local county agent.  The County Agent  
shall also determine if training from another state is equivalent to the Louisiana Pro-
gram and take appropriate action. 

 
Section 2. Classes of members and requirements for each shall be established by the Board of Di-

rectors subject to approval by the general membership.  The classes of membership are 
New Master Gardener (most recent graduate of the STMGA training) Established Mas-
ter Gardener (MG who has completed one year as a New Master Gardener) and Inactive 
Master Gardener (MG in good standing who desires to suspend  his or her volunteer 
commitment for one year).   

 
Section 3. To maintain good standing, each member must have paid the dues for the current year 

and have completed required volunteer service hours and required continuing education 
hours as follows:   

 
 A. New Master Gardener graduates shall be required to complete 40 hours of vol-

unteer service between the date of their graduation and December 31 of the 
following year as specified by the LSU AgCenter. 

B. Beginning in the second year of membership, each member shall be required to 
complete 20 hours of volunteer service and six hours of continuing education 
between January 1 and December 31 of the year, as specified by the LSU 
AgCenter.  

C. All volunteer and education hours must be documented in the LSU Ag Center 
Master Gardener web site between January and December 31 of the current 
year.  

Amended Bylaws—September 21, 2016 
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D. Members who have not fulfilled their volunteer and education hours as stated 
under C, are not considered to be in good standing and will be removed from 
the membership role. 

 
Section 4. Dues for members of this organization shall be set by the Board of Directors, subject to 

approval by the general membership.  See Article V. Section 2. 
 
Section 5. Requirements for recertification will be established by the Membership Committee un-

der the guidance of the County Agent and shall be subject to approval by the Board of 
Directors and the general membership.  

 
Article IV.  Meetings 

 
Section 1.  Meetings shall be set by the Board of Directors and shall meet to conduct business at 

least three times yearly on a date, at a time and in a place determined by its officers.  
Members shall be notified in the Association’s newsletter, The Gardengoer, or by email. 

 
Section 2.  Special meetings may be called if the need arises, at the discretion of the Board of Di-

rectors.  Such meetings shall be announced to members by e-mail at least three days 
before the meeting date. 

 
Section 3. The rules contained in Robert’s Rules of Order, Revised shall govern the Association in 

all cases in which they are applicable and when not inconsistent with the Bylaws of this 
Association.  The Parliamentarian shall offer guidance and advice as to proper proce-
dure for conducting the meeting.   

 
Article V. Fiscal Year 

 
Section 1. The fiscal year of this organization shall run from January 1 through December 31.  
 
Section 2. Dues are payable October 1 and are delinquent December 31.  

 
Article VI.  Officers (Board of Directors) 

 
Section 1. The Board of Directors shall be an elective body composed of the following officers 

and members: President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, and immediate Past-
President. The Board of Directors shall manage the business/affairs of the Association.  
A simple majority of the Board is required to conduct business.  Business conducted by 
the Board includes, but is not exclusive to: 
A. Monthly review of budget and financial report by the Treasurer. 
B. Review of monthly reports from committee chairpersons. 
C. Approval of recurring expenditures of those previously approved by the mem-

bership that are equal or less than $500 as long as the budget is not exceeded. 
D. Approval of new expenditures up to $250.  
E. Emergency decisions that cannot wait until a membership business meeting.  
F. Providing written monthly updates of Board business decisions in the Garden-

goer. 
G. Providing verbal updates of Board business at each planned general member-

ship meeting. 
 

Section 2. The Board does not have the authority to approve any new activities. 
 
Section 3. Each Officer is elected for a term of two years beginning January 1.   Two officers will 

be elected each year on a rotational basis to allow for overlapping terms of one year.  
An extension of one additional year of service may be added at the approval of the 
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membership and agreement of the officer to be extended, in order to maintain the over-
lap of two elected officers in any given year. 

 
Section 4. The Board of Directors shall meet monthly or as necessary.  The general membership 

shall be given notice of the time and place of Board meeting by publication in the Gar-
dengoer. 

 
Section 5. In the event a Board vacancy occurs, such vacancy shall be filled for the remainder of 

the term by a person approved by a majority vote of the Board of Directors. 
 
Section 6. An officer or member may be removed from office or membership in the Association 

for reasons of neglect, lack of interest, or other causes that work against the best inter-
ests of the Association by the following procedure: 

 
A. The membership by a two-thirds majority of those present and voting, provid-

ing a quorum (as specified in Article IX Section 1) is present, may remove an 
officer from office or a member from membership of the Association. 

B. A vote to remove an officer or member may be initiated by either: 
1) the recommendation of the Board of Directors 
2) the signed petition to the Board of Directors of fifteen active, voting mem-

bers. 
C. The membership shall have at least thirty days notice of the vote, which shall 

be held at a regularly scheduled meeting of the Association. 
D. An election committee, appointed by the Board of Directors, shall conduct the 

vote. 
E. Prior to the actual vote, each side shall be given fifteen minutes to present its 

case to the membership. 
 

Article VII. Duties of Officers 

 
Section 1.  The President shall: 

A. Preside at all meetings of this Association and the Board of Directors. 
B. Execute all written instruments, including signing of checks in the absence of 

the Treasurer, in the name of this Association when directed by the Board of 
Directors or by the membership. 

C. Appoint, with concurrence of the Board of Directors the committee chairmen, 
a parliamentarian, and an editor of The Gardengoer, the official publication of 
the STMGA.  

D. Obtain an annual report from all committee chairs. 
E. Be an ex officio member of all committees except the Nominating Committee 

and the Financial Review Committee.  
 

Section 2. The Vice-President shall:  
A. Assume the President’s duties when necessary. 
B. Chair the Program Committee. 
C. Give all records to the incoming Vice-President. 

 
Section 3 The Secretary shall: 

A. Keep minutes of all general, Board of Directors, and Northshore Garden Show 
meetings. 

B. Conduct correspondence as directed by the President. 
C. Provide minutes of general and Board of Director meetings to the membership 

through The Gardengoer.  
D. Give the incoming secretary and president a complete record of the minutes 

and correspondence. 
 
Section 4. The Treasurer shall:   
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A. Receive dues from the Membership Committee after confirmation by the com-
mittee that the member is in good standing for the upcoming year. 

B. Collect proceeds from association activities, 
C. Deposit monies on the STMGA account at a local bank. 
D.        Disperse monies as directed by the Board of Directors and according to the       

       financial obligations of the organization as voted by the general membership. 
E. Send a copy of the monthly financial report to the general membership via email, 

prior to the general membership meetings, present this fiscal report at each meeting 
and provide a copy to the secretary to be filed with the minutes. 

F. Establish an annual budget Submit the budget to the board for review within the 
first quarter of the fiscal year. 

G. Following the Board’s review and revision, submit the budget to the membership 
for review and approval within the first quarter of the fiscal year. 

H. Close the books for the fiscal year by January 31st. 
I. Give the incoming treasurer all financial papers and records. 

 

Article VIII. Committees 
 
 Section 1. The Membership Committee shall: 

A. Maintain an accurate membership directory and make a copy available to each mem-
ber. 

B. Record attendance at meetings and provide a record to the Secretary to file. 
C. Distribute by email to association members all communications including The Gar-

dengoer, notices of meetings and events, minutes of meetings, and any infor-
mation the Board of Directors needs communicated. 

D. Oversee the recording of members’ volunteer service and continuing education 
hours including assistance to the membership with logging these hours.  

E. Provide status reports of members’ volunteer and continuing education hours and 
maintain an activities log. 

F. Annually e-mail a copy of the Bylaws to the membership.  
G. Collect dues payments from each member and validate that membership require-

ments have been met prior to forwarding payments to the Treasurer for deposit. 
H. Maintain a current membership list. 
I. Provide incoming Membership Committee with membership papers and records. 

 
Section 2. The Financial Review Committee shall: 

A. Consist of a chairman and two members (not officers) appointed by the Presi-
dent no later than December of the current year.  

B. Review the checks and vouchers at the end of the fiscal year and provide a 
report to the membership annually within the first quarter of each year.  

 
Section 3. The Program Committee shall: 

A. Arrange an educational or entertaining program for general meetings. 
B. Inform the Newsletter Editor and the Membership Chairman about the pro-

gram and post public notices, if applicable. 
C. Introduce and act as host for the guest speaker(s). 
D. Obtain a check to remit to the speaker(s) from the Treasurer, if necessary. 
E. Arrange, coordinate, and publicize STMGA field trips. 

 
Section 4. The Publicity and Historical Committee shall: 

A. Maintain the STMGA Scrapbook. 
B. Collect pictures, newspaper articles, and other appropriate items regarding 

STMGA. 
C. Document STMGA activities and submit appropriate information to newspa-

pers for publication.  
D. Maintain a current copy of the Bylaws on file at the St. Tammany Parish LSU 

Extension Service Office. 
E. Maintain the archive of all STMGA records and documents. 
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Section 5. The Scholarship Committee shall: 
A. Supervise the Bobby Fletcher, Sr. Memorial Scholarship and any other scholarships 

the association chooses to support  
B. Advertise the scholarships, select the recipients based upon guidelines approved by 

the STMGA general membership and coordinate the award ceremony. 
C. Maintain records of all scholarship awards, past and present. 
D. Document all payments made to recipients and provide an annual report of current 

scholarships to the membership. 
  
Section6. The Northshore Spring Garden Show Committee shall organize and hold an annual 

spring garden show. 
 
Section 7. The Nominating Committee shall: 

A. Consist of a chairman and two members (not officers) appointed by the President 
no later than July. 

B. Prepare a slate of at least two candidates for each office to be elected for the up-
coming year and present the slate of candidates to the President for the September 
meeting.  At the September meeting the President shall announce this slate of can-
didates and open the floor for additional nominations.  

C. Publicize the slate of officers and nominations made from the floor in the October 
issue of The Gardengoer.   

D. Conduct the election of officers at the October meeting in accordance with Article 
IX Section 2 Voting. 

E. No member of the Nominating Committee shall be eligible for elective office. 
 

Section 8. The Projects Committee shall deal with activities that involve fingers in the dirt and 
shall:    
 A. Consist of a member for each project voted on and accepted by the general 

membership.  This member will be the project’s sponsor or appointed by the 
President if the sponsor is unable or unwilling to assume the role.   

B. Assist members in preparation of proposed projects/seminars by providing 
guidance for educational requirements, funding, volunteer requirements, and 
anticipated ongoing efforts to keep the project active. 

C. Ensure each project/activity and related volunteer opportunity receives publici-
ty including notification in the Gardengoer. 

D. Ensure that each project is approved by the general membership at a regular 
general membership meeting and that the approval is recorded in the minutes 
of the meeting.  

 
Section 9.  The Education Outreach Committee shall coordinate activities that provide only horti-

cultural information to the public and shall: 
A. Consist of a member of each Education Outreach Committee voted on and ap-

proved by the general membership.  This member will be the chair of the activity or 
someone appointed by the president if the activity chair is unable or unwilling to 
assume the role. 

B. Provide guidance to the activity chair in preparation for each educational activity. 
C. Ensure that each activity is approved by the general membership at a regular meet-

ing and that the approval is recorded in the minutes of the meeting. 
 
Section 10 Committee Chairs will provide monthly updates to the membership in The Gardengoer.  

Updates and time for discussion will be presented to the membership at regular business 
meetings.  

 
Section 11. Other Committees may be established by the organization to support the activities of 

STMGA. 
 

Section 12.  Committee chairs will be appointed by the president with board approval. The terms of 
the committee chairs will be for one year. A Master Gardener may be reappointed chair 
for a second year. The term of a committee chair may not exceed 2 consecutive years. 
The term committee is as delineated in Sections 1 through 9 and 11 under Article VIII.  
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Section 13. Each committee chair will appoint a co-chair to assume committee responsibilities in 

the absence of the chair. 
 
Article IX. Voting 

 
Section 1. A quorum shall consist of fifteen percent of the active members.  A majority of this 

quorum elects. 
 
Section 2. Whenever more than one candidate is nominated for an office, voting shall be by secret 

ballot.  If only one candidate in nominated, voting may be by a show of hands. 
 

Article X.  Amendments 

 
Section 1. These Bylaws may be amended by a two-thirds vote of the membership present and 

voting, provided a quorum is present. 
 
Section 2. Notice of all proposed amendments to the Bylaws must be presented in writing at a reg-

ular meeting, a copy of the proposed amendment(s) e-mailed to all members prior to the 
next meeting, and written notification placed in The Gardengoer.  Proposed amend-
ments shall be voted on at the next regular meeting. 

 
Article XI. Dissolution 

 
Upon the dissolution of the corporation, the Board of Directors shall, after paying or making provisions of the pay-
ment of all the liability of the corporation, dispose of all of the assets of the corporation exclusively for the purpos-
es of the corporation in such a manner, or to such organizations organized and operative exclusively for charitable, 
education, religious, or scientific purposes as shall at the time qualify as an exempt organization(s) under Section 
501 © (3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 (or corresponding provisions of any future United States Internal 
Revenue law), as the Board of Directors may determine.  Any of such assets not so disposed of shall be disposed of 
by the district court of the parish in which the principal office of the corporation is then located exclusively for 
such purposes or to such organizations(s), as said court shall return them, which are organized and operated exclu-
sively for such purposes. 
  
These Bylaws were adopted at the general meeting of the St. Tammany Master Gardener Association on June 23, 
1999, amended February 18, 2009, September 15, 2010, February 15, 2012, February 19, 2014 and September 21, 
2016.  
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Hello, my fellow Master Gardeners! 

I’m honored to be taking over as editor of the Gardengoer, but I know I have some very big shoes 

to fill.  Hopefully, with your ideas and input, this newsletter will become something that you are 

eager to find in your inbox every month.  In the coming weeks and months, I will be contacting 

many of you to help me move the Gardengoer into a new, more user-friendly direction that will 

more accurately represent what it means to be a St. Tammany Parish Master Gardener. 

 

Warmly, 

Tina Richardson, editor 

  

 

Note from the Editor 

THE GARDENGOER 

THE NEWSLETTER OF THE ST. TAMMANY PARISH 

MASTER GARDENERS’ ASSOCIATION 

 

Cooperative Extension Service 

St. Tammany Parish 

1301 N. Florida Street 

Covington, LA 70433 

Phone:  985-875-2635 (Covington) 

Fax:  985-875-2639 

Website:  

www.lsuagcenter.com/mastergardener/ 

http://www.lsuagcenter.com/mastergardener/

